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Survey Purpose and Method
















4KEY FINDINGS: Overall Quality of Life
In	general,	Northwest	Arkansans	are	happy	and	
think	they	have	a	high	quality	of	life.	
»  95 percent	of	residents	reported	being	“very	
happy”	or	“fairly	happy”	(94	percent	in	2012)
»  72 percent	of	residents	rated	their	overall	quality	
of	life	as	“excellent”	or	“very	good1”		(59	percent	
in 2012)
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*Starred amenities have been a focus of WFF funding. In 2012, WAC and AMP were combined. 

















































5KEY FINDINGS: WFF Family-Directed Investment Areas
Arts and Cultural Amenities
WFF’s family-directed arts and cultural amenity investments from January 2013 to January 2016 were $15.7 
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*Starred amenities have been a focus of WFF funding. In 2012, WAC and AMP were combined. 













































6Education in Northwest Arkansas – Building a World-Class School System
Foundation Home Region education grantees include Arkansas Advanced Initiative for Math and Science, 
Helen Walton Children’s Enrichment Center, Arkansas Public School Resource Center, six public charter 
schools, and one private school. Overall, investments between January 2013 and January 2016 were  
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*Starred amenities have been a focus of WFF funding. In 2012, WAC and AMP were combined. 
















































Grantees include the Bentonville Bella Vista Trailblazers Association, Northwest Arkansas Council Foundation, 
the Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission, and the cities of Bentonville, Fayetteville, Rogers, 























































8Economic Development and Infrastructure
The foundation’s two primary economic development and infrastructure grantees are the Northwest Arkansas 
Council Foundation and the Northwest Arkansas Community College Foundation. Investments to seven 






























































































































































Sense of Place: Environment








Sense of Place: Trails
















Sense of Place: Downtown
















Sense of Place: Economic Development and Infrastructure






























































INTRODUCTION AND SURVEY OVERVIEW
















































































































































the past year.  
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*Starred amenities have been a focus of WFF funding. In 2012, WAC and AMP were combined. 































































Most important influences on quality of life
(n=1035 or 100% of the sample)
Why people moved to NWA in the last five years






































Those Who Plan to Stay  
(78%, n=803)
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2. FOUNDATION INVESTMENT AREAS
ARTS AND CULTURAL AMENITIES
Investments
WFF’s family-directed arts and cultural amenity 
investments from January 2013 to January 2016 
were $15.7 million to 10 organizations. Grantees 
include the Walton Arts Center, TheatreSquared,  
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*Starred amenities have been a focus of WFF funding. In 2012, WAC and AMP were combined. 
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Why does diversity make  
NWA a better place?
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the two.    
Other	topics	identified	by	residents	as	problems	
or	areas	of	concern	may	be	worth	further	study.	
For	example,	the	survey	identified	some	concerns	
related	to	affordability	of	flights.	However,	the	
survey	does	not	indicate	how	residents	interpreted	
affordability,	what	options	are	available,	or	what	role	
philanthropy	might	play	in	addressing	this	problem.		
